LAWRENCE COUNTY BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 18, 2023
The Lawrence County Board met in regular session at the Lawrence County Courthouse in Lawrenceville.  Board Vice-Chairman Tom Robinson called the meeting to order at 4:00pm.  Pastor Mike Rucker gave an opening word of prayer, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States.  

Roll call was ordered with the following board members present: 

Tom Robinson (District 1), David Burgett (District 2), Jordan Feutz (District 3), Judy Phipps (District 4), Grant McDonald (District 6), Mark Jones (District 7).  Absent from the meeting: Board Chairman James A. Brewer (District 5).      
County officials present: County Clerk Will C. Gibson, County Sheriff Trent Masterson, State’s Attorney Brady Waldrop, and County Engineer Aaron Mefford.  
A motion was made by Mark Jones to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2022 county board meeting.  Judy Phipps seconded the motion with approval by all, motion carried.

Judy Phipps introduced Blaire Gilomen with the Lawrence County Health Department, and Bob Gher, with Ambraw Valley Solid Waste.  Ms. Gilomen mentioned that meetings have been held with the finance/legislative committee of the county board regarding the adoption of a solid waste ordinance for the county.  She noted that following the committee meetings, the ordinance verbiage has been tweaked somewhat to have the health department take the lead on compliance enforcement in lieu of the sheriff.  It was explained that the sheriff will have discretion to assist the health department when necessary. Also adjusted are some items in the ordinance pertaining to fines for lack of compliance, which instead of $250.00 per day will be indicated as a one-time $1,500.00 penalty.  It was further suggested that a public hearing should be held to allow for an opportunity whereby interested persons can ask questions and voice concerns with regard to the ordinance.  It was decided that the hearing would need to take place at some point ahead of the next county board meeting, scheduled for February 15th.  After some discussion, a public hearing was scheduled to take place on Wednesday, February 8th at 4:00pm, in the county board meeting room at the courthouse.  

Judy Phipps made a motion for the approval of highway claims in the amount of $388,108.09.  Jordan Feutz seconded the motion with approval by all on a roll call vote.  

Judy Phipps made a motion for the approval of purchases and claims in the amount of $478,084.73.  Jordan Feutz seconded the motion with approval by all on a roll call vote.  

Tom Robinson noted that an item on the agenda relative to an ordinance to regulate cannabis dispensaries is being tabled to be discussed at the February 15th county board meeting.  
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Tom Robinson introduced an agreement for the salary of the county engineer, Aaron Mefford.  Mr. Robinson made a motion to approve the salary agreement.  It was explained that one-half of the salary is derived from federal surface transportation funds and the other half is from county motor fuel tax funds.  It was further specified that the salary agreement will effectively be for a new six-year term whereby the county agrees to the utilization of funds to pay the engineer salary.  Judy Phipps seconded the motion with approval by all on a roll call vote.

Tom Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution 23-1, for the appropriation of funds to pay the county engineer salary for the upcoming year in the amount of $105,486.30, with half of the amount paid through the allocation of federal surface transportation funds and the other half by way of county motor fuel tax money.  Judy Phipps seconded the motion with approval by all on a roll call vote.  
Mark Jones made a motion for the approval of the monthly department reports to be placed on file with the county clerk.  Judy Phipps seconded the motion with approval by all, motion carried.  

State’s Attorney Brady Waldrop asked the board to approve Resolution 23-2 pertinent to the State’s Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor program, whereby an expenditure by the county of $7,000.00 will allow for prosecutorial assistance by the State Appellate Prosecutor, where applicable, for the twelve months starting December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023.  Grant McDonald made a motion for the approval of the resolution.  Mark Jones seconded the motion with approval by all on a roll call vote.  

Sheriff Trent Masterson introduced a resolution for approval by the board.  The sheriff outlined that it pertains to State of Illinois House Bill 5471, known as the Protect Illinois Communities Act.  Sheriff Masterson explained that HB 5471 has been signed into law by Governor J.B. Pritzker, and it effectively puts restrictions on firearms ownership that he and 86 other county sheriffs deem to be unconstitutional, infringing on the rights of citizens under the2nd amendment.  It was further explained that the Illinois State Police will be the primary agency tasked with enforcement, but the county sheriffs who have banded together are stating that they will not adhere to it, and they will not book or hold any alleged ‘offenders’ into their respective county jails.  Grant McDonald made a motion to approve the resolution.  Jordan Feutz seconded the motion, which was approved on a roll call vote.  Mr. Robinson, Mr. Burgett, Mr. Feutz, Mr. McDonald, and Mr. Jones each cast a ‘yes’ vote and Mrs. Phipps chose to abstain.  
County Clerk Will Gibson read a thank you note to the board from recently retired Circuit Judge Robert Hopkins.  Judge Hopkins offered thanks for the lunch reception  organized by the board to celebrate his retirement.  
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County Clerk Will Gibson mentioned that the delinquent tax sealed bid auction for 2022 has been held and he asked the board to approve Resolution 23-4, which would go toward the approval of transferring title on the affected properties to the winning bidders.  A motion was made by Jordan Feutz to approve the resolution and subsequent transfers of title.  Judy Phipps seconded the motion with approval by all on a roll call vote.   
Glenn Leighty and Dennis Green addressed the board on behalf of Illinois Farm Bureau.  Mr. Leighty and Mr. Green said that their visit to the board was prompted by the issue of low quality broadband in parts of the county that affects the ability of some residents to receive reliable high speed internet.  It was noted that with funds that have become available with programs such as the American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA), and also the Inflation Reduction Act, it might be well advised for the county to try and promote the use of some of the money to help develop infrastructure to expand high speed internet.    It is thought that access to reliable internet could pave the way for our residents to be able to pursue any number of opportunities that might otherwise be out of reach.  Judy Phipps suggested that the county’s grant writing agency, Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission, might be a valuable resource in helping to get access to funding for this type of project.  It was also suggested that the county could perhaps formulate a committee of people who would be interested in working on this.  

Danny Lynn, the Mayor of the City of St. Francisville, and Tony Shearer, were also recognized by the board.  They spoke to some of the items brought forward by Glenn Leighty and Dennis Green, and they also talked about some of the needs of St. Francisville, with a focus on the dilapidated condition of the city hall headquarters, and a need for a new bridge going across the Wabash River.  

Tom Robinson announced that the courthouse will be closed on Monday, February 13th in honor of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, and that the next county board meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 15th to begin at 4:00pm.  

On a motion by Judy Phipps, seconded by Mark Jones, the meeting was adjourned.    

